BLACK SEA REGIONAL CIVIL SOCIETY FORUM
Date: 
January 15-17, 2004
Place:
Yerevan, Armenia
Objectives:
To encourage the participation of the civil society organizations (CSO

of the Black Sea region in regional agreements on social development;


to advocate the implementation of social policy instruments at the

regional level; to strengthen the capacity of the CSOs to influence the


discussion of social policy issues by the Intergovernmental Organization


of Black Sea Economic Cooperation (BSEC); and to lobby BSEC to


extend its mandate on the solution of social problems in the region.
Motto:
“Poverty Reduction and Sustainable Development in the Black Sea


Region”
“Experience has shown that governments cannot, by themselves, fulfill all the tasks required for sustainable human development. This goal of sustainable human development requires the active participation and partnership of citizens and their organizations. Civil Society Organizations, therefore, have vital roles to play as participants, legitimisers and endorsers of government policy and action; watchdogs of the behavior of regimes and public agencies; and as collaborators in development efforts.”

Solveig Askjem

President,

International Council on Social Welfare

The Black Sea Regional Civil Society Forum
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The organizers of the Forum were the International Council on Social Welfare (ICSW) and Mission Armenia NGO. The Forum took place in Yerevan on 15 to 17 January, 2004. Representatives of more than 50 CSOs from 9 member states (Armenia, Russian Federation, Ukraine, Moldova, Romania, Bulgaria, Georgia, Azerbaijan, Greece) of BSEC, Ministries of Foreign Affaires, Social Security and Health Care of RoA, numerous international organizations as well as Black Sea Economic Cooperation participated in the event.
The majority of the BSEC member states are the former soviet countries that currently face a number of similar problems. They have moved away from the times when the state had the sole responsibility for the public good. Today, civil society’s role and influence over development concerns are expanding. CSOs have vital roles to play as collaborators in development efforts. Moreover, CSOs have growing influence on the behavior and governance of state, private sector and individuals.
The Black Sea Regional Civil Society Forum aimed to create firm collaboration among the CSOs in the region and to advocate the BSEC to extend its mandate to social welfare issues.
The Forum consisted of three plenary sessions, and workshops. The themes of the sessions were:
1. The role of the CSOs in the development and implementation of policies aimed at the solution of social problems. 

2. Collaboration of CSOs at regional level

3. Ways and mechanisms for collaboration between the CSOs and BSEC with the aim of promoting the solution of social problems.
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During the plenary sessions the attention of the Forum participants was invited to the problems of sustainable development, poverty reduction, health care, and human rights as well as to such urgent issues as global population ageing, migration etc. The participants decided upon the social priorities of the region, which served as bases for the Draft Policy Paper. The latter presented the ways and mechanisms of BSEC – CSO collaboration aimed at the solution of the social problems of the region. The Draft Paper will be even more developed during the upcoming two months and submitted to the BSEC General Assembly in April 2004. 
The major outcome of the Forum was the creation of the CSO Network. The Network is headed by the Coordination Council, which has its focal points in all the participant countries (one CSO per country). Currently Mission Armenia has undertaken the responsibilities of the Network Secretariat. The participants also selected a Lobbing Team which will take corresponding measures for the establishment of BSEC – CSO collaboration.
“Due to our 15-years experience of work with the socially vulnerable layers of population we very well realize how important the collaboration between the government and civil society is”, - said Hripsime Kirakosyan, President of Mission Armenia. “By creating the Network the participants achieved the immediate objective of the Forum. Our future activities will be aimed at establishing firm collaboration with BSEC and promoting the solution of the social problems of Black Sea region”.
The results of the Forum were highly evaluated by all the participants of the event. “Civil society organizations often make valuable contributions to the activities of intergovernmental organizations thus promoting the solution of the problems. With this view I find the collaboration between BSEC and CSOs of the region very important and hope that it will be really fruitful”, - said Ioannis Stribis, Consultant of the International Center for Black Sea Studies.
While closing the Forum, Solveig Askjem said that the Forum achieved its objectives. She thanked Mission Armenia for organizing the event and added: “ICSW has organized such Forums in other regions as well, but the Yerevan Forum was just perfectly organized and I truly hope that it will achieve fruitful results in the future”.
International Council on Social Welfare (ICSW) 

The International Council on Social Welfare (ICSW) is a global non-governmental organization which represents a wide range of national and international member organizations that seek to advance social welfare, social justice and social development. ICSW has members in 70 countries throughout the world that work to support people in poverty, distress and injustice to international or national policy advocacy.  

The Black Sea Regional Civil Society Forum was organized within the implementation of the ICSW Regional Cooperation Project. The latter aims to strengthen civil society input into regional intergovernmental groupings such as the Black Sea Economic Cooperation (BSEC). The Regional Cooperation Project is concerned with the implementation of regional agreements on social development, which aim to achieve long-term poverty reduction and sustainable development throughout regions. 
For further information about ICSW please visit www.icsw.org.
Mission Armenia NGO
The event was hosted by “Mission Armenia” NGO. Mission Armenia is a not-for-profit, non-governmental organization created in 1993 in Yerevan, Armenia, with a mission to work for the interests of disadvantaged elderly/refugee/vulnerable groups promoting improvements in the quality of their lives through the provision of community-based assistance. The NGO has elaborated and introduced an innovative for Armenia and the entire Caucasus region Model of community-based assistance. The organization has a definite say in poverty mitigation initiatives and tangible impact on the development of social service system in the Republic of Armenia. The organization is a member of the International Council on Social Welfare. 

For further information about Mission Armenia please visit www.mission.am.
Black Sea Economic Cooperation (BSEC)
The Black Sea Economic Cooperation was founded on 25 June 1992 when the presidents or heads of governments of Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, Georgia, Greece, Moldova, Romania, Russia, Turkey, and Ukraine signed the Istanbul Summit Declaration. The aim of BSEC is to develop the Black Sea region into a zone of peace, stability and prosperity.  Economic cooperation is adopted as the main route to it. The BSEC is transformed into a regional economic organization by the conclusion of a Charter signed at a Summit Meeting on 5 June 1998. 
BSEC member states have created the organization’s structure which operates at intergovernmental, interparliamentary, business, financial and academic levels. 
For further information about BSEC please visit www.bsec-organization.org.
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